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1. WHY ACTS 2 GROUPS?

We firmly believe that small groups are the primpigce through which sustained life change & trameftion occur. ACTS 2
Groups give you an opportunity to express and groyour love for others and “live life together.’UDprocess for developing
disciples is to create an environment where pecgte‘Love God, Love Others, and Serve the WorldCT& 2 Groups become the
primary vehicle where people can ‘Love Others’ Brdoved in return.

2. WHAT’'S THE PURPOSE?
ACTS 2 Groups exist to help us grow together asigliss. The purpose of ACTS 2 Groups is to pronhei@thy relationships, Bible
study, and authentic Christian community. We b@ithat significant relationships are essentiabf@hristian for both growth and
discipleship. As our church grows larger, we mustagsmaller. We’re committed to the ABCD’s of ACBSGroups:

Accountability

Belonging

Care

Discipleship

3. OK, SO WHAT IS AN ACTS 2 Group?

An ACTS 2 Group is a small group of six married gies or 8-10 individuals (mixed group of marriedl amdividuals or 8-10
individuals of the same gender). Groups will becemaged to meet the first three Sunday nightsehtbnth, with exceptions to
fourth Sundays, summer time, and special event®ahdlidays, in various homes of group memberddbowship, Bible study,
prayer & accountability. We plan to pursue ACTS@@ps for adults of all ages, stages of life, guidtsial maturity.

4. WHAT KINDS OF ACTS 2 GROUPS ARE THERE AND WILL I BE ASSIGNED A GROUP?
In the sign-up process, we will have options tlat gan choose regarding the type of group youter@sted in, which group is
completely up to you. Some of those options include
Married Couples — small groups comprised of married couples insdérae stage of life (couples without children,
with children, and empty nesters) and area of td®vaximity for each group will vary, but our desiseto see groups
develop where life can be shared. We realizetiietloser the proximity, the better chance of tegipening. Some
may prefer to be in an inter-generational mix adgle, so we hope to accommodate that option as well
Mixed Groups — ACTS 2 Groups that have both married couplessargle adults.
Gender Based- ACTS 2 Groups comprised of single adults, or redradults where only one spouse is involved in
the group. Focused areas include:
o Ladies’ Ministry - Comprised of women of all agewlastages of life (ex: single, married, moms of
preschoolers, divorced, widowed, etc)




0 Men’s Ministry - Comprised of men of all ages &ga of life.

5. 1S CHILDCARE PROVIDED FOR ACTS 2 GROUPS?

The ACTS 2 Groups that are comprised of familiethwbth children and those without children willedeto decide as a group how
they want to handle the child care. We will beeafig several different resources of small groupiculum for children, specifically
designed for small group ministry, that the grooas use in another area of the house or meetiog.plalso, we will be offering
ACTS 2 Groups that are made up of families withdrein. Those families who sign up for these graupderstand that by signing
up they are volunteering to take turns with theeottouples in the group in helping with the childcaAgain, curriculum will be
available at a designated “ACTS 2 Groups ResousrgeL.”

6. WHAT REALLY HAPPENS IN AN ACTS 2 GROUP?

Most groups will have their own look & feel, buktle are some similar attributes we hope can be minte the fabric of each small
group. As part of the ACTS 2 Group Covenant, eackig will familiarize itself with the ACTS 2 GroupNA (a separate document),
and work to hold the group accountable to thosensompurposes. Similar components include Biblepicial study, fellowship,
prayer, discussion of how what you're learning agspto your life, accountability, and, of courseask food! We also want your
group to have fun...after all, ‘living life togethean and should be a good time, too!

7. HOW DO | JOIN AN ACTS 2 GROUP?
We hope to have ongoing efforts to form groups.d@/glan to utilize the campaign system to help ¢hugroups. The plan is to have
2 times of emphasis each year to get people imopg, launching them in September and then addiggoups and evaluating the
need for more groups in January. We hope to wattk & eryone involved to get people into the righgup from the get-go. There
won't be any “random” assignment of people intoup® There are two ways to get involved in a Gfeup:
1. Personal Invite- Someone who is leading a Starter Group may palisanvite you to participate in their group,
leading up to the main group start-up months ofustg
2. ACTS 2 Group Central - You can sign up at ACTS 2 Group Central in thgdfauring the month of August, the key
group formation & launching time each year. The ACX Group leadership team will work with you to geti
connected with an ACTS 2Group.

8. HOW OFTEN (and where) DO GROUPS MEET?

ACTS 2 Groups will meet the first three Sunday higfithe week and thé™4Sunday night will be “Sunday Night Together,” winic
will be an evening service at the building followlegla finger food fellowship.

Groups will meet between September and May, but 8&TS 2 Group can determine periodic breaks irstieedule during busy
times of the year (such as Christmas and Thanksgiune). As for group location, opreferencas that most groups would have




their regular meetings take place in a home. Thmehsetting is much more relaxed and conduciveddehvironment creation” that
we hope we can foster with ACTS 2 Groups. We daeetstdnd that there are extenuating circumstaneg¢srtly make it easier for a
group to meet in the church building. We plan takweith each group as they formulate that plantf@ir group, and help
accommodate however possible.

9. HOW LONG SHOULD ACTS 2 GROUP MEETINGS LAST?
It varies, but we think 1 to 2 hours should be appate for most groups. Longer is fine, assumiraug members agree to go longer,
childcare is considered, etc.

10. DO ACTS 2 GROUPS LAST...FOR LIFE?

Good question. ACTS 2 Groups commit to meet foemmonths. During the term of the group, the gheader will train an
apprentice to be the leader of the next group. &y ke term for the groups will end and betweereamd August we will have a

new sign up for everyone, and we will add and trew leaders. One of our main purposes of themgpgris to be more effective in
our outreach to our neighbors, co-workers, anchise Small groups create a less intimidating emvirent to invite un-churched
people to. Itis our hope that the small groupgsalligrow past their initial small group humbegdause of the increased involvement
of visitors and members, so that during the ninetm®othe groups will have to split and form newugrs, upon which the co-leader
will start a new group as the leader, and a neweader will be named.

11. IF “LIVING LIFE TOGETHER” IS PART OF THE ACTS 2 GROUP OVERALL PURPOSE, WHY LIMIT THE
GROUPS TO ONLY 9 MONTHS?

Good question! We don’t expect those relationstogsst end and dissipate at the end of the ACTBdp cycle. There are three
major reasons we feel this is important:

1. We plan to have an ongoing cycle of new groupsd@mmed, normally in January and September of gaen. New people
will be signing up for groups, and new ACTS 2 Grewpll be launched at these two key times. It's amant that those who
have experienced authentic Christian communityareen together with new ACTS 2 Group members toehadhat a
ACTS 2 Group is all about and how it can and shéwtdttion. We're called to be Salt & Light (Matthéwl3-16), and this is
a significant way that we can be influencers ts&oew to the ACTS 2 Group relationship (many obmrhmay be new
believers or new Withamsville members).

2. Our main leadership development will take placexisting ACTS 2 Groups. At the end of a group’sleyahen
multiplication should take place, it's importanattwe get these newly developed leaders togettiermeiv ACTS 2 Group
members.

3. One of the key issues that many small groups dialisvstagnation. We want a culture of growingivimg Christians in
ACTS 2 Groups, and want to avoid creating an atimegpwhere complacency in a group can keep indigdiuiom growth.




12. WHAT SORT OF STUDY WILL ACTS 2 GROUPS UNDERTAKE ?

Groups and their facilitators will have some fremdio pursue additional study guides, books, etith elp and direction from the
ACTS 2 Group Leadership Team. All resources needtamp of approval from the A2G Leadership Teama Wl encourage the
use of the resources in the “ACTS 2 Group ResoGesger,” which will be stocked with curriculum adigcussion guides that will
be assembled by the A2G Leadership Team and tfieWwill be structuring our ACTS 2 Groups aroymeacher based studies,
which is where we will discuss the topics and telé where preached on in the morning serviceutjita provided study that
promotes discussion and life application. We wartake what was preached on Sunday morning anlgl apgp our lives in a more
practical and more personal level so that it wdlyswith us throughout the week.

13. HOW DO WE SELECT LEADERS?

Initially, leaders will be recruited from within éhcongregation and led through a training procefsré assuming the role of group
leader. We also know that ACTS 2 Groups themsealaase an “incubator” of sorts for group leadenaup leaders and co-leaders,
working in tandem with the A2G Leadership Team Wwélp in identifying potential leaders and co-laadéeader training will be
offered periodically by the ACTS 2 Group Leadershgam. Leaders will be church members who have gooegh an interview
process with a staff member, elder, or member@®™GTS 2 Group Leadership Team and have particdpatéhe leadership
training.

14. WHAT IF I TRY A GROUP AND IT'S NOT REALLY FOR M E?

We’re aware that you may land in a group that natynmesh just right for you. We're simply askingttiyau get involved in a group.
We're asking you to commit to at least 8 weeks.thstend of the 8 weeks, if it's just not a goddyfou can go back into the pool and
try another ACTS 2 Group. The A2G Leadership Tedlinassist in trying to help anyone get into anetgeup that has the room
and as new leaders and groups are available.

15. ARE THESE GROUPS MEANT TO BE EVANGELISTIC?

Yes, this should always be one of the main foco$éise ACTS 2 Groups. The first century church tiedhomes and through their
love and commitment to one another others outdidesobody of Christ found themselves attracted/at the first century
Christians had and they grew by leaps and bouhds.our hope that our small groups will help es@mplish this same goal. We
want to bring people to Christ! ACTS 2 Groups agreat evangelistic tool to invite our friendsnfly, co-workers, etc..in a laid
back; un-intimidating environment where they cardspiritual relationships that can lead them ela® giving their lives to Christ.




16. IS THERE AN EXPECTATION THAT THESE GROUPS WILL HAVE A SERVICE COMPONENT?

Yes. We hope that we can get all in our spherafaience to Love God, Love Others, and Serve the Worldriother one of our
goals for our small group ministry is to increas®ur service to those in our communities, neighbods, and our congregation.
One of the ways we want to do this is to challeegeh one of our ACTS 2 Groups to participate ines&md of service project each
month. These projects will be determined by tlibvidual groups. The goalTurn 5+ congregation wide service projects a year
into 20+ ACTS 2 Groups doing 20+smaller servicejpcts a month nine months a year on top of thedngoegational service
projects. Think of the added impact the church can have!

17. WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE OTHER PROGRAMS AND MINI STRIES AT WITHAMSVILLE?

Nothing! As we move into becoming a Small Groupufh our ACTS 2 Groups are designed to enhancetkie programs and
ministries of the church as well as encourage nees0 ACTS 2 Groups are also designed to help mangpew in their spiritual
maturity and to encourage them to develop andheegpiritual gifts so they can bless the chuathify at Withamsuville.




